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Sudden Cardiac Death
Sudden cardiac death (SCD) remains one of the most challenging tasks in 
Cardiology, accounting for 15-20% of deaths. SCDs have mostly arrhythmic 
origin and is linked to a variety of cardiac conditions such as coronary artery 
disease, heart failure, cardiomyopathies or cardiac channelopathies. Severe 
left ventricular systolic dysfunction (left ventricular ejection fraction LVEF 
< 35%) and reduced functional capacity are the principal discriminators to 
stratify the risk of SCD, independently from the etiology of the myocardial 
disease. Implantable cardioverter defibrillators (ICD) are the most effective 
therapy to reduce SCD. However, despite the progress in cardiovascular ther-
apies, one half of SCDs occurs in patients without any known cardiac disease, 
and even when a cardiac disorder has been diagnosed before, in the large ma-
jority of SCDs, our capability to predict the risk is limited. Therefore, the 
aim of this special issue is to highlights novel diagnostic approaches to bet-
ter manage and stratify patients at risk of SCD and to focus on innovative 
therapies in this field. We are welcoming Research articles, Case reports, 
Reviews and Metanalysis on all aspects of research into SCD from preclin-
ical and translational investigations of the underlying molecular and genetic 
mechanisms, to clinical observations and epidemiological studies. (Message 
from the Guest Editors)

Submission Deadline: 1 August 2020
Submission: https://rcm.imrpress.org
Contact us: RCMeditorial@imrpress.org

IMR PRESS

Guest Editor:
Prof. Dr. Cristina Balla
Cardiology Department, Univer-
sity of Ferrara, Italy

Assistant Professor, Cardiology 
Department, University of Fer-
rara, Italy

bllcst@unife.it

Cristina Balla

Reviews in Cardiovascular Medicine Online ISSN: 2153-8174
©2019 IMR Press. All rights reserved.

Rm. 19C, Lockhart Ctr., 301-307 Lockhart Rd., Wan Chai, Hong Kong.

https://rcm.imrpress.org/EN/subject/showCollection.do?subjectId=1569579456719
https://rcm.imrpress.org


specialissue.rcm.imrpress.org

Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Reviews in Cardiovascular Medicine was launched in 2000 by MedReviews, 
LLC, in New York, NY. This journal was conceived to fill a critical gap 
for clinicians who were struggling with a rapidly expanding knowledge base 
in cardiovascular medicine with the convergence of basic science, clinical 
epidemiology, and therapeutic clinical trials. The founding co-editors were 
David P. Faxon, MD, past president of the American Heart Association, and 
Norman E. Lepor, MD, who is considered a luminary in interventional cardi-
ology. The contributing editorial board grew over time and Dr. Peter A. Mc-
Cullough, MD, MPH ascended from contributing, to associate, to co-editor 
of the Journal. In 2018, the Journal took its next big step under the lead-
ership of Dr. McCullough as editor-in-chief to become a truly international 
publication. Its offices moved to IMR Press in Hong Kong, and the editorial 
board was made more inclusive and representative of the world-wide contrib-
utors in academic cardiology. Additionally, the journal brought on expertise 
in translational medicine to help face the future of molecular medicine and its 
role in cardiovascular disease. Today Reviews in Cardiovascular Medicine 
is considered a top tier journal in cardiology with timely and comprehensive 
reviews covering all aspects of cardiovascular medicine including atheroscle-
rosis, myocardial disease, arrhythmias, and valvular heart disease. The scope 
of papers ranges from population science, applied basic investigation, in-vitro 
diagnostics, and evidence-based strategy and therapeutic trials involving both 
pharmacologic intervention and interventional devices. The highly integra-
tive style of the Journal anchored with evidence tables and instructive figures 
has garnered many citations over the years and many guidelines documents 
have relied upon works published in Reviews in Cardiovascular Medicine. 
Supplement and focus issues have been very popular among the readership 
and often are viewed as the most up-to-date compilations of new knowledge 
in cardiology and related specialities. The future is bright for academic car-
diovascular medicine and Reviews in Cardiovascular Medicine is well posi-
tioned along side the clinician-investigator in the years to come as a trusted 
source of critical information and analysis.
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